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Students Earn American FFA Degree 



Luke Hott, Paige Bohrer, Kyle Collins, Andrew Hauser and Theodore Evans earned the 
American FFA Degree. Awarded to less than one percent of FFA members, this is a one of 
the organizations highest honors. Photo provided by Evans. 


By Ali Barrett, Staff Writer 

Potomac State College students 
Paige Bohrer, Kyle Collins, Theo¬ 
dore Evans III, Andrew Hauser and 
Luke Hott earned the American 
Future Farmers of America Degree 
at the 89th National FFA Conven¬ 
tion and Expo held in Indianapolis, 
Indiana. 

The National FFA Organization 
awards 3,500 American FFA De¬ 
grees a year. This makes up less 
than one percent of the 600,000 
FFA members. 

The degree is one of the highest 
honors one can receive in FFA. 
Along with the degree, each mem¬ 
ber receives a gold American FFA 
Degree key. 

Hauser, the 2016-2017 state FFA 
president, has found FFA to be 
quite rewarding. He said the orga¬ 
nization has helped shape him into 
the leader he is today by developing 
his public speaking and conversa¬ 
tion skills. It has also made him 
realize his career of one day becom¬ 
ing an agriculture teacher. 

“This was a goal of mine to 
achieve from the first time I put on 
my [FFA] jacket. Being the first one 
ever to receive this degree from my 
high school was very humbling to 
me,” Hauser said. 

Both Hauser and Bohrer love at¬ 
tending the convention each year. It 
brings them closer with old friends 
and gives them a chance to meet 
new people. 

Since Hauser serves as a state 
FFA officer, he serves on a commit¬ 
tee during the convention to vote 


on changes made to the national 
level. 

Bohrer said FFA has taught her 
to stand up for what she believes 
in and has allowed her to be more 
confident in herself. 

“I was gleaming with pride and it 
is certainly a moment I will never 
ever forget,” Bohrer said of the 
award ceremony. 

Collins credits the club for mak¬ 
ing him into the man he is today. 

He said the organization has given 
him more knowledge and wisdom 
on things that farmers need to 
know. Fie was both happy and sad 
to receive his degree. 

“I knew that was probably the 
last time I would zip that corduroy 
jacket,” Collins said. He plans to 
use the degree to become an animal 
inspector and run his own farm. 

Collins said his favorite part of 


the convention is the expo on new 
technology used today in agricul¬ 
ture. 

Evans also hopes to become an 
agriculture teacher. Through offi¬ 
cer positions, the club has helped 
him become more responsible and 
a stronger team leader. 

Evans is reminded of what the 
future of agriculture holds when 
he visits the convention each year. 
Seeing all the students wearing 
their dress code of blue corduroy 
jackets gives him hope that the 
future of agriculture will be a great 
one. 

Hott said the club has shaped 
him to be a better leader and public 
speaker. He had mixed emotions 
while receiving his degree. 

“I was telling myself not to fall 
in front of all these people and my 
hard work has finally paid off,” 


Hott said. 

He enjoys the convention where 
he is able to learn about different 
career pathways in agriculture and 
make new connections with those 
who are already in the industry. 

Before students can get the de¬ 
gree, they have to fill out an appli¬ 
cation to prove they have met the 
requirements. To be eligible, stu¬ 
dents must earn $10,000 through 
an agriculture program and com¬ 
plete 50 hours of community 
service and 360 hours of supervised 
classroom experience. 

Applicants must also have re¬ 
ceived their state FFA degree. The 
application has to be approved by 
the regional, state and national 
FFA. 


Orlikoff Named 
Permanent President 



Photo by PSC Communications 


Dr. Jeniffer Orlikoff was official¬ 
ly named the permanent presi¬ 
dent of Potomac State College. 
Orlikoff has earned “overwhelm¬ 
ing” support on campus. She 
joined the WVU faculty in 2008 
and has served various roles. 














Page 2 


PASQUINO 


November 29, 2016 


AROUND CAMPUS 


Museum Tour Gives a New Perspective 



BSA Students, Aj a Waters, Joi Lansdowne and Toniqua Hubert at the National Museum 
of African American History and Culture. 

Photo provided by Toniqua Hubert 


By Toniqua Hubert, Staff Writer 


“A lie is not a shelter, 
discrimination 
is not protection, 
isolation is not a remedy, 
a promise 

is not a prophylactic” 
-Unknown 


The above quote is one of 
many that members of the Black 
Student Alliance of Potomac 
State College saw when we 
took a field trip to the National 
Museum of African American 
History and Culture on Oct. 7, 
2016. 

The NMAAHC is the only 
national museum dedicated to 
African American life, history 
and culture. The museum and 
all of its 36,000+ documents 
opened to the public on Sep. 24, 
2016, as the 19th Smithsonian 
Institution. 

Floor one was based on “A 
Changing America: 1968 and 
Beyond.” On this floor were out¬ 
fits worn by famous musicians 
like Little Richard, En Vogue, 
Lena Horne, Whitney Houston 
and more. The original Cadillac 
that Chuck Berry used as a prop 
for concerts can be seen on this 
floor. Also on display were pages 
from The Philadelphia Tribune 
and covers of the first black 
magazines such as “Ebony” and 
“Jet.” 

Floor two is filled with docu¬ 
ments on “Defending Freedom, 
Defining Freedom: The Era of 


Segregation 1876-1968.” On 
this floor were many interest¬ 
ing photos. One that stood out 
was the Emmett Till memorial, 
which showed Till’s body when 
he was murdered by white men 
for “whistling at a white wom¬ 
an.” 

Charcoal paintings of uniden¬ 
tifiable individuals with mothers 
from the South and fathers of 
the West Indian background, 
sports for the African Ameri¬ 
can community, information on 
historically black colleges/uni¬ 
versities and information on the 
Divine Nine were displayed. 

The Divine Nine refers to nine 
Greek organizations that were 
created for blacks who weren’t 
allowed to join other organi¬ 
zations due to race: Alpha Phi 
Alpha (1906), Alpha Kappa 
Alpha (1908), Kappa Alpha Psi 
(1911), Omega Psi Phi (1911), 
Delta Sigma Theta (1913), Phi 
Beta Sigma (1914), Zeta Phi 


Beta (1920), Sigma Gamma 
Rho (1922), and Iota Phi Theta 
(1963). 

Floor three, the final floor, 
held facts about “Slavery and 
Freedom 1400-1877.” Here we 
read about The Fort Pillow Mas¬ 
sacre, Black British Marines and 
the Segregated Military. For me, 
this floor sparked many negative 
emotions because I never knew 
half of the things I learned from 
the articles and videos. A part of 
me wanted to cry, but another 
part of me was too angry to do 
so because blacks were treated 
so badly, even in the military. 

Students and faculty shared 
different perspectives on the 
museum. 

Kayatou Ouattara, a student 
at PSC and member of the 
BSA said, “The museum was 
great! I just wish we could’ve 
stayed there longer, I have 
already made plans with two 
of my friends to visit again this 


Thanksgiving break!” 

Professor Yelena Meadows 
said, “I found the experience 
deeply moving. It encompassed 
such a wide range of emotions: 
from profound sadness, hurt and 
shame of fellow human beings 
to unbelievable examples of 
human dignity, creativity and 
resilience in the face of unspeak¬ 
able circumstances.” 

Hearing Meadows comment 
made me think of how racism 
has changed drastically because, 
even though she’s not African 
American, she was moved in 
some way by what she saw and 
learned at this museum. 

This trip opened many new 
perspectives for the BSA stu¬ 
dents. 
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Student See ks Thrills of Longboardin g 

By Caden Walters, Staff Writer 


“Never trade the thrills of 
living for the security of 
existence,” said Pringle. 

With cigarette in mouth, 
Brandon Pringle patiently waits 
for cars to clear at the top of a 
local hill. His curly black hair 
is pushed back, replaced by his 
full-faced helmet. Four yellow 
wheels finally meet the pave¬ 
ment; Pringle sets his feet. 
Zoom. 

Like a kid going down a jungle 
gym slide, Pringle seemed to 
be overwhelmed by joy, never 
acknowledging the ever-present 
danger of falling. 

Pringle, a student at Potomac 
State College, has an unusu¬ 
al way of entertaining himself 
in this small mountain town 



& 
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Pringle sliding around a turn. 

—longboarding. 

“A longboard is essentially a 
skateboard but larger and built 
for stability,” Pringle said. 

Pringle races down hills at 
upwards of 50 miles an hour, 
geared with a helmet, gloves, 
and pads on top of his long- 


@brandonjpringle via instagram 

board. To most this would not 
be a good idea; however, Pringle 
can’t help himself. 

“I am out there whenever I can 
be. Everyday problems disappear 
for the time I share with the 
road,” said Pringle after return¬ 
ing up the hill. 


Pringle explained that he 
understood the dangers of his 
sport, just as a football player 
would understand the dangers 
of concussions. 

“Never trade the thrills of 
living for the security of exis¬ 
tence,” Pringle said. 

Those “thrills of living” would 
be described by police as “ob¬ 
structing traffic.” A $200 traffic 
ticket is issued to skaters. 

“Those of us just having a 
good time usually get left alone; 
it’s the ones running stop signs 
and skitching on the back of 
moving cars that find a ticket,” 
Pringle said. 

However, tickets don’t seem to 
be stopping Pringle from skating 
down hills, especially the one by 
the police station—his personal 
favorite. 


Volleyball Team Wins Region 


By Paige Harrison, Editor 

The Potomac State College 
Volleyball Team has had an 
amazing 2016 season. 

After ending their regular sea¬ 
son with 19 wins and six losses, 
the Lady Cats traveled to Hag¬ 
erstown, Maryland where they 
won the Region XX champion¬ 
ship in a 3-0 win against Garret 
College. The Championship win 
was the first in PSC volleyball 
history. 

The team then traveled to 
Charleston, West Virginia to 
play in the NJCAA DII National 


Tournament on Nov. 17. 

The Lady Cats, ranked num¬ 
ber 15, lost their opening game 
in the tournament 3-0 against 
number 2, Owens Community 
College of Perrysburg, Ohio. 

On Nov. 18 the team played 
again in a 3-0 loss against John¬ 
son County Community College 
of Overland Park, Kansas. 

The PSC Volleyball Team will 
return home to start work on 
next year’s season. They end the 
2016 season with a record of 20 
wins and eight losses. 


Advances to Nationals 



Brittney Hozdic, Jesi Dayton and Makaleigh Roberts celebrate with 
thier teammates on the court. 

Photo by Raymond Burner. 
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College Professor Hikes Across Spain 


By Molly Browning, Staff Writer 



perience of hiking 27 days on the 776 
mile trail starting in France and ending 
in Spain. 


Potomac State College profes¬ 
sor Eric Slivoskey hiked for four 
weeks across Spain, impacting 
him mentally, physically and 
spiritually. 

His journey was from St. Jean 
Pied de Port, France to Santiago 
de Compostela, Spain. 

Slivoskey hiked 1,104,513 
steps over a period of 27 days, 
which equated to 776.2 miles. 

Slivoskey had originally heard 
about the famous trail from a 
colleague in 2010, and over the 
past five years he thought about 
hiking the trail. 

The trail is famous and is 
known around the world as a 
religious experience. 

At the end of the 2015/2016 


school year, Slivoskey decided he 
should take the free time during 


the summer to go. After receiv¬ 
ing his wife’s, blessing he was 
on his way. 

Slivoskey prepared by watch¬ 
ing YouTube videos, reading 
online blogs and posts, and 
studying specific guidebooks 
about the trail. 

He also spoke with the friend 
who had traveled on the trail be¬ 
fore to find out what necessities 
to pack and what to expect. 

He stated he was nervous 
about not being trained enough 
and not having the proper gear. 

“You always kind of wonder 
what you’re going to encounter; 
you just hope that you’re pre¬ 
pared for whatever you face,” 
said Slivoskey. 

When he started his journey, 
he tried not have too many 
expectations and “let it be what 
it’s going to be.” 

The trip impacted him more 
than he had anticipated. He said 
that when he returned home he 
felt as if “everything was en¬ 
riched.” 

He told a story of how he 
spoke to a Syrian refugee at a 
cafe. The refugee told Slivoskey 
about his family and how he 
didn’t know if his family was 
alive. 

The man had been traveling by 
foot for almost two years. 

Slivoskey said this experience 
changed his perspective. From 
that point on, if he saw someone 
in need he did what he could to 
help. 


“Don’t look for the reasons 
not to do it, because they are 
always there. I think if you go 
out and you get started, you 
will be glad you did.” 


Slivoskey said one of the 
greatest takeaways from his 
experience was the realization 
that human beings across the 
world are more alike than they 
are different. 

“People by and large are most¬ 
ly the same,” said Slivoskey, 

“and they want the same things 
out of life: health, family, a 
dream, goals.” 

Slivoskey also said that he was 
surprised at how far he could 
push himself mentally even 
when his body was physically 
exhausted. 

Slivoskey pointed out that we 
lose sight of how much mental 
power we have. 

Slivoskey said that if he could 
change anything he would have 
slowed down. He felt that he 
missed a lot of little things 
because he was on a time sched¬ 
ule. 

For those who wish to em¬ 
bark on a journey of this size, 
Slivoskey gives this advice: plan 
ahead, train yourself, research 
your route, know what you need 
and do not need, and most im¬ 
portantly “just do it.” 

“Don’t look for the reasons 
not to do it, because they are al¬ 


ways there. I think if you go out 
and you get started, you will be 
glad you did,” Slivoskey said. 

For more information on Sli¬ 
voskey’s journey, visit his blog 
www.coachingoutofbounds. 
blogspot.com where he posted 
daily entries on the trip. 

He will also be speaking on 
Potomac State campus in Janu¬ 
ary 2017 about his experience. 



A beautiful trail that Slivoskey traveled on 
his journey throughout Spain. 

Photos by Eric Slivoskey 


Read the student paper on¬ 
line for additional 
photos and articles. 

pscpasquino.wordpress. 

com 
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Sydow Served German Food at Wycktoberfest 


By Gretchen Shoemaker, Around 



Photo by Candlewyck Inn 

Tom Sydow presented his German 
dish to Dr. Jennifer OrlikofF. 


Imagine walking into a local 
eatery and finding out that your 
English professor is the guest 
chef, serving a packed house and 
having to turn people away! 

Tom Sydow, Potomac State 
College English professor, 
served as guest chef for the 2nd 
Annual Wyctoberfest at the Can¬ 
dlewyck Inn and Restaurant. 

Sydow, along with Candlewy¬ 
ck’s chefs Fred Engle and Ernie 
Walker, served delicious German 
cuisine. 

The featured menu consist¬ 
ed of several delectable dishes 
including jaegerschnitzel (veal) 
with jaegerwyck sauce, (a blend 
of bacon, mushrooms, and on¬ 
ions), riesling (highly aromatic 
white wine from Germany), sour 
cream and thyme. 

Another dish was chicken 


Town Reporter 

paprikash in a red pepper, mush¬ 
room and paprika sauce on 
spaetzle (a German egg noodle). 

A portion of the proceeds from 
this event will be donated to 
the local area Relay for Life, in 
memory of Chef Thomas Vieli. 

“I have many fond memories 
of cooking with Chef Thomas 
and learned valuable cooking 
tips from him,” said Sydow. 

“I’m also thrilled that Fred 
and Sharon (Engle) have invited 
me back to serve as a guest chef 
again this year.” 

Many PSC staff and faculty 
attended the event including Dr. 
Jennifer Orlikoff, Ruth Upton 
and Virginia Kline. 

Sydow said that “Fred and 
Ernie could not get enough 
thanks” for helping with Wyck¬ 
toberfest. 

Sydow’s first jobs in the food 
industry were at a Tasty Freeze 
and as a bus boy at a restaurant. 

His cooking skills are self- 
taught. He learned his skills by 
trying many different spices and 
seasonings to create a twist on a 
variety of scrumptious dishes. 

These days, one of his favorite 
dishes to cook is chicken thighs 
marinated in Schwartziber (a 
dark lager made in Germany 
with a hint of chocolate or coffee 
flavors) and molasses. 

He also enjoys preparing 
cassoulets, a hearty French stew 
that is made with an array of 
beans and different meats. 

Vegetarian dishes are not 


among Sydow’s favorite to 
make, as he said, “I just don’t 
get tofu.” 

He teaches a community class 
called Grapes and Grains with 
a fellow professor, Donna Bal¬ 
lard. They brew several different 
types of beer and wine. 

In past years, Sydow and 
Ballard teamed up with Vieli to 
prepare an Oktoberfest banquet 


for their students. 

The banquet featured authen¬ 
tic German cuisine with beer 
and wine. 

Sydow teaches a variety of 
writing, literature, pop culture 
and humanities classes at PSC 
as well as his unique classes of 
fly fishing and beer brewing and 
wine making. 


Take a ride with Santa 


By Gretchen Shoemaker, Around Town Reporter 



Photo by Western Maryland Scenic Railroad 


Winter Wonderland in Cumberland, Maryland. 


Students and families have a 
wonderful opportunity to travel 
the Western Maryland Scenic 
Railroad (WMSR)to enjoy the 
North Pole Experience. 

Guests may join the train as 
it departs from Cumberland, 
Maryland. 

The North Pole Experience is 
available through Dec. 18. Ex¬ 
cursions aboard the WMSR will 
depart from downtown Cum¬ 
berland at 13 Canal St., starting 
Fridays at 6 p.m. and Saturdays 
and Sundays at 5 p.m. Cost is 
$45 for adults/seniors and $40 


for students. 

Guests will be treated to 
Christmas music and a story. 

They will meet with Santa 
Claus while enjoying hot cocoa 
and cookies. 

For any needed information 
about WMSR’s North Pole 
Experience or any of their other 
many exciting activities, please 
call 240-920-6273 or email: 
trainmaster@wmsr.com. 

This adventure is 21 miles 
from Potomac State College. 
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From Indian Reservation to Dorm 


Room 

By Cody Brazil, Staff Writer 

Imagine growing up surrounded 
by rushing waterfalls and a lush 
forest. Imagine running through 
the woods looking for arrowheads 
and attending potlucks with a 
proud native people. For Potomac 
State College freshman Carrissa 
Carter, these were everyday occur¬ 
rences. 

Carter grew up on the Nez perce 
Reservation in the state of Wash¬ 
ington. Although she has no rela¬ 
tion to the Nez perce people, her 
family was still able to buy a house 
on the reservation. Carter is part 
Cherokee, but had no ties to any 
tribe. Despite this, the people al¬ 
lowed her family to live on the res¬ 
ervation, and were very open to her 
family. Carter’s family was quickly 
welcomed into the community. 

“We were all very close, there 
were only 36 people in my graduat¬ 
ing class,” Carter said. 

The reservation never had a 
shortage of adventures. From bas¬ 
ketball tournaments to learning the 
Nez perce language, the amount 
of activities to participate in were 
endless. A common activity for the 
young people in the community 
was to go out and look for arrow 
heads. They would also hangout 
at the site of Nez perce folklore. 
“There was this place called the 
heart of the monster, where sup¬ 
posedly a monster died. We’d all go 
and hangout there,” Carter said. 

“The whole community was 
really into keeping nature clean; I 
probably lived on the cleanest river 
in the entire United States,” Carter 
joked about the community’s devo¬ 
tion to nature. 

The Nez perce people follow the 



Carissa Carter had many adventures grow¬ 
ing up on an Indian Reservation. 

Photo by Cody Brazil. 


same ideals their tribe has had 
for hundreds of years, including a 
devotion to community, family and 
their environment. To keep their 
community strong, they would 
get together and throw pow wows 
often. Families would normally stay 
close together on the reservation. 

Everyone in the community 
worked together to keep their 
home clean and healthy. They 
would pick up trash and clean out 
the rivers. The cleanliness kept 
animals around all year, and the 
residents of the reservation were 
allowed to hunt year round. 

Carter now attends PSC to be 
close to her family in West Virgin¬ 
ia. Although she has never lived 
in one, Carter plans on moving to 
a traditional neighborhood after 
college. 

“It’s not that I didn’t love it 
there, it’s just that there aren’t a lot 
of opportunities there,” said Carter. 

Carter went on to tell that almost 
all of the money in the communi¬ 
ty went into education for young 
Native Americans. A lot of jobs 
are unattainable unless you were 
Nez perce. Although she doesn’t 
plan on going anytime soon, Carter 
told that she’d probably move back 
when she is a lot older. 


Relay For Life a Success 


By Alyssa Murray, Staff Writer 

Potomac State College’s Cata¬ 
mounts Against Cancer organiza¬ 
tion raised over $1,000 the second 
annual mini-Relay for Life on 
Thursday, Oct. 20. 

PSC students and local families 
came together on the campus quad 
dressed as Disney characters to 
show support and raise money for 
the American Cancer Society and 
the Mineral County Relay for Life. 

The Relay for Life was Disney 
themed this year and featured 
many attractions such as live 
music, food, a raffle, a costume 
contest, games and a luminary cer¬ 
emony in remembrance or honor 
of those suffering from cancer. Be 
The Match also had a booth where 
anyone over the age of 18 could get 
his or her mouth swabbed to be a 
potential bone marrow donor. 

Lisa Maloney, bone marrow 
account manager, hosted the Be the 
Match booth during the event. Be 
the Match is an international pro¬ 
gram that travels to different events 
and has people join their registry. 
With a quick cheek swab, anyone 
between the ages of 18 and 44 is 
entered into the registry to become 
a potential marrow donor to a per¬ 
son with a blood cancer. 

The only hope for these patients 
is a marrow transplant, but every¬ 
one only has about five matches in 
the world. Last year alone, the pro¬ 
gram resulted in 6,800 transplants. 
For people who cannot donate 
marrow but would still like to help, 
Maloney suggests volunteering to 
help organize more recruitment 
drives and spreading the word 
so that more people can join the 
registry. 

Locals Krystina Durst, Abby 
Smith and Miranda Paugh came out 



Amy Engels, Kaitlyn Armbrester and 
Corbin Dewitt dressed in Disney theme. 

Photo by Alyssa Murray. 


to enjoy the Relay for Life after see¬ 
ing the event posted on Facebook. 
“We wanted to dress up with the 
baby,” said Smith while holding her 
daughter dressed as Minnie Mouse 
complete with face-paint. “Face¬ 
painting was our favorite part.” 

Kimberly Miller attended with 
her mother Donna Cogley, who has 
colon rectum cancer. “I came here 
to show support,” said Cogley. The 
pair did just that by purchasing 
t-shirt and sporting Mickey Mouse 
and bunny ears. 

The money raised benefits not 
only ACS programs, but also local 
community members who are cur¬ 
rently battling cancer. 

Catamounts Against Cancer 
also hosts a survivor dinner in the 
spring for cancer survivors from the 
community to come together, enjoy 
a meal, and share their personal 
experiences dealing with their ill¬ 
nesses. The organization regularly 
puts on events to raise money for 
their own and WVU’s annual Relay 
for Life. 

Amy Weaver, the club’s faculty 
advisor, invites all PSC students to 
join the club, which meets on Tues¬ 
days at 4 p.m. in AC 205. 
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Renaissance Faire: Traveling Back in Time 

By Paige Harrison, Editor . . , c , c 

* f,, , __ ’ trip is always a run day or great 

Good Morrow! Ye Potomac : „ . ' , r . u * •*. 

entertainment and rood, but it 


State College students traveled 
yonder to the Shire of Mount 
Hope Pennsylvania Renaissance 
Faire to rejoice in thy infectious 
celebration of King Henry Tu¬ 
dor’s coronation. 

On Oct. 15 Professor Ar- 
mentrout took a group of 22 
students to the Pennsylvania 
Renaissance Faire located in 
Manheim, Pennsylvaia. 

Armentrout has been organiz¬ 
ing student trips to the Renais¬ 
sance Faire for close to a decade 
“The annual English/Honors 
Pennsylvania Renaissance Faire 


also gives everyone on the trip 
a chance to take a step back in 
time and almost feel like they 
are walking in an Elizabethan 
village,” said Armentrout. 

“I love how many of the stu¬ 
dents who go on the trip have 
never experienced a Ren Faire 
before, but after our trip they 
decide to make this experience a 
fall tradition for themselves and 
their families even after they 
graduate from PSC.” 

Each year the Pennsylvania 
Renaissance Faire sets a new 
scenario for the season. The 


2016 season scenario takes place 
in the year 1509. King Henry 
VII, victor of the War of the 
Roses and founder of the Tudor 
dynasty, has died. His eldest son 
Arthur, who was to have taken 
his place, has also succumbed to 
illness. And so England’s throne 
and future now falls to the 
king’s second son: Henry Tudor. 

The Faire is open every week¬ 
end from Aug. 6 to Oct. 30, and 
each weekend offers a different 
theme, like Myths and Legends 
or Heroes of the Realm. 

Halloween Daze and Spooky 
Knights was the weekend theme 
for the PSC group. This theme 


entailed a costume contest, 
trick or treating in the shire and 
pumpkin decorating. 

Professor Pritts attended the 
Faire in full period costume. 
“This was the first year I have 
gone on the trip and I loved 
traveling back in time with my 
students,” Pritts said. 

The Pennsylvania Renaissance 
Faire and Shire of Mount Hope 
offers a wide range of entertain¬ 
ment and the chance to travel 
back in time annually. Over 90 
musical, stunt and theatrical 
acts are performed daily. 


Home-schooled Students Take Interest in Technology 


By Cody Brazil, Staff Writer 

Potomac State College took 
the classic phrase “start them 
young” very seriously when they 
invited students from Christian 
Home Educators of Hampshire 
County in for a demonstration 
of journalism technology. 

The young members of CHE- 
HC were amazed from the start 
when a “robot” rolled into the 
classroom with Dr. Charles 
Julian’s face on the screen. The 
students could not imagine 
where he was or how he was 
able to talk to them as if he were 
in the room with them. 

After learning about different 
cameras, students had the op¬ 
portunity to handle the technol¬ 
ogy- 

They learned that GoPros are 
used to capture footage in po¬ 


tentially dangerous areas and 
that GoPros can withstand out¬ 
door environments. The partici¬ 
pants shot their own videos with 
a GoPro. Library staff member 
Nicholas Gardner assisted them 
with shooting their videos and 
with teaching them how to edit 
their footage. 

The students also learned 
about green screens and how 
to position themselves in front 
one. With the assistance of 
library staff members Virgin¬ 
ia Kline and David Miller, the 
students delivered stories while 
adapting to the changing back¬ 
grounds. 

“It was neat to be somewhere 
where I really wasn’t,” said Jesse 
Michael, a seventh-grade mem¬ 
ber of CHEHC, about reporting 
using a green screen. 


The students viewed virtual 
reality videos shot with 360 de¬ 
gree cameras, including a video 
that gave them the perspective 
that they were on top of the 
World Trade Center. They used a 
360fly to understand how cam¬ 
eras capture video from many 
points of view. 

“The virtual reality glasses 
were really interesting,” said 
Lindsey Allen, another member 
of CHECH. 

“Journalism is an exciting, 
changing field. I hope the stu¬ 
dents left understanding the 
field is fun, creative, and uses 
neat gadgets for telling stories,” 
said PSC Journalism Professor 
Amber Butcher. 

Butcher organized this event 
in an effort to give back to the 
community. She wanted them to 


leave with an understanding of 
the changing technologies that 
journalists use. Butcher hopes 
that she was able to inspire an 
interest in the field by letting 
the young participants work 
with some of the actual tools of 
the trade. 



Student using virtual reality glasses. 

Photo by Cody Brazil. 
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Veterans Day Breakfast at PSC 


By Mike Myers 

Contributing Writer 

Retired Col. Frank Roleff 
delivered an encouraging mes¬ 
sage to members of the Student 
Veteran Organization (SVO) and 
their families at the Veteran’s 
Day Breakfast on Nov. 11. 

“Since you have served, others 
will look to you for leadership,” 
said Roleff. 

In 1964, Roleff began his mil¬ 
itary career. He served at Fort 
Knox in Kentucky as well as in 
Alaska and Vietnam. 


“When we returned from 
Vietnam, people threw rocks 
at us, cursed us and treated 
us awful. However, the peo¬ 
ple here in Mineral County 
welcomed us, so I decided to 
make this my home,” 
said Roleff. 

He concluded his career as 
Assistant Professor of Military 
Science at Potomac State College 
(ROTC). 

William Letrent, Diana Grady, 
Rebecca Wilkins, the Student 
Government Association and 
PSC’s Dining Services organized 


the breakfast. 

Professor Nicklaus Goff wel¬ 
comed the veterans and their 
guests. Professor Katrina West- 
fall introduced Roleff and pre¬ 
sented him with a gift. 

SVO members also participat¬ 
ed in the Keyser Veterans Day 
Parade, sponsored by the Keyser 
American Legion Post. 

The SVO meets the first Tues¬ 
day every month at noon in the 
Veterans Room. All student 
veterans and students with an 
immediate family member who 
is a veteran are welcome. Con¬ 


tact SVO president, Mike Myers 
atmmyers9@mix.wvu.edu or 
advisors Goff or Westfall. 



SVO advisor, Katrina Westfall, SVO President, 


Mike Myers and SVO SGA Rep Raymond 
Delawder pose with the PSC SVO truck used in 
the Veterans Day Parade. 

Photo by Craig Westfall 


By Corissa Connor 

Staff Writer 


Entrepreneurship Clinic Comes to Campus 

^nnnr 


Designing logos, building 
websites, researching products 
and determining demograph¬ 
ics: Potomac State College 
students spent a weekend 
completing these activities to 
learn how to start a business. 

After participating in the 
3 Day Startup entrepreneur 
clinic, 14 students understood 
what it takes to turn their 
ideas into a real business. 

The workshop was directed 
by Mario Hernandez. He fell in 
love with the program when he 
took the class with Ash Mau- 
rya, the 3 Day Startup creator 
and author of “Running Lean.” 

Hernandez has been volun¬ 
teering with the program for 
two years at Texas State Uni¬ 
versity; he made PSC his first 


3Day Startup outside of TSU. 

He learns something every- 
time he presents the program, 
so he came to Keyser to learn 
from PSC students and mentors. 

The first day of the clinic, 
students learned about the 3Day 
Startup program and completed 
a bonding and brainstorming 
activity. Hernandez instructed 
students to come up with ideas 
for a new business. Student 
ideas included a healthy food 
drive-thru, a spa with childcare, 
and a craft shop. 

Students voted for a non-profit 
mentoring company and a pho¬ 
to-sharing app as the companies 
to use for the weekend. Students 
then researched competitors, 
revenue and market size for the 
idea they chose. 

In the afternoon, both groups 
dispersed to talk to potential 


customers. Students walked 
around campus presenting their 
ideas to other students, staff 
and faculty. After getting this 
feedback, the photo app group 
changed their demographic from 
everyone to specifically college 
students and staff. 

Mentors Kevin Arjel, Katrina 
Westfall, Virginia Kline and 
Jayne Gilbert spoke with both 
teams. The mentors questioned 
the teams on their idea’s prof¬ 
itability. The mentors’ feedback 
helped develop students’ ideas 
and made them think about all 
aspects of creating the company 
or app. 

During day two, students 
learned about what needs to 
be considered in the process of 
starting a business. Students 
worked on creating a logo for 
their companies, building web¬ 


sites, making prototypes of an 
app, and even preparing a final 
pitch. 

The final groups pitched their 
ideas to a group of panelists: 
Craig and Maticia Poland, Rod 
and Elaine Casteel, and Lindsey 
Teets. 

Hernandez said, “I hope every¬ 
one had a good time; if the peo¬ 
ple who participate go on and 
succeed, great! If anyone gets 
hooked -like I did- that would be 
great too. I hope everyone gets 
something out of it like friend¬ 
ship or collaboration.” 

Students came out of this 
entrepreneurship clinic with an 
idea for a new company in the 
making and multiple resources. 

Amy Weaver, PSC Business 
Technology and CIS Instructor, 
organized the event. 













